
 

 

Tabernacle 

God has always desired to dwell with his people. In Genesis, we see God walking in the garden to 

enjoy an intimate relationship with Adam and Eve. It was their sin that led to separation from God, 

separating the creator from his creation. It was no longer possible for God and man to meet 

together in intimacy, until the building of the tabernacle (in Exodus, over 2000 years later). The 

tabernacle became a place where God’s holiness could reside in an unholy world – it was the 

meeting point of heaven and earth. 

Fifty chapters across the old and new testaments are devoted to the construction and meaning of 

the tabernacle, yet it is a subject largely ignored by Christians. The tabernacle is an excellent 

example of pre-figuring in the bible, where events, places and people are seen as forerunners or 

prophecies of later events. Also, parts of the new testament can only be understood fully when we 

look back to the old testament. In our last bible school, we saw how many of the characters of the 

old testament (Abraham, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob, Moses, David…) prefigure the person of Jesus, 

and how our understanding of Jesus grows as we see these connections. The same is true of the 

tabernacle.   

The word ‘tabernacle’ means ‘dwelling place’. The tabernacle was a moveable structure where God 

dwelt, right in the heart of the Israelite camp. It consisted of a high linen fence around a courtyard, 

and, at the far end, a large tented structure. This ‘tent’ was divided into two parts – the holy place, 

only accessible to the priests, and the Holy of Holies, where only the High Priest could go, and then 

only once a year on the Day of Atonement. The two were separated by a curtain. 

It is vital to remember that the tabernacle was not Moses’ idea, but God’s. It is not the product of 

human imagination or design, but is part of the plan and purpose of God. As God says in Exodus 

25:8, “I want the people of Israel to build me a sacred residence where I can live among them”. The 

tabernacle was built to God’s precise design, right down to the measurements, fabrics and even 

colours used. Over the next few weeks, keep in mind that the details of the tabernacle speak about 

Jesus, and are key to our understanding of his death, and how this saved us from the consequences 

of our own sin. Our understanding of that truth will lead us into spiritual freedom, peace and joy as 

we experience God dwelling in us as he once dwelt in the tabernacle. 

 

 

 

 

The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have see his glory, the glory of the One 

and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 1:14 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will 

live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.” 

Revelation 21:3



 

 

 

Exodus 

Exodus is the story of Moses, the story of the birth of the Israelite people as a nomadic nation, but 

most importantly, the story of their journey from the land of Egypt to the dwelling place of God. The 

book begins with the divine deliverance of the people from Egypt, under the leadership of Moses 

and the hand of God. Having crossed the Red Sea, and so escaped from Pharaoh, the Israelite arrive 

at Sinai and enter into a covenant with God (the most well-known part being the ten 

commandments). Finally, God instructs the people (through Moses) in the right way to worship him 

– and that means the tabernacle. 

It is while Moses is up on the mountain receiving these instructions from God that Aaron leads the 

people into idol worship. It is important to note that God’s plan for the tabernacle (Exodus 25) is in 

place even before the golden calf (Exodus 32). The tabernacle is not a response to the false worship 

of Israel, but this episode is a perfect illustration of why God desires to put himself back at the heart 

of the Israelite community. 

Only Moses and Joshua were allowed onto the mountain at Sinai – the rest of the people were left 

behind to wait. Whilst they could see the smoke at the top of the mountain, God must have seemed 

distant and unreachable to them. When we also remember that the Israelites had been living 

amongst the Egyptians for 400 years (at least ten generations), it isn’t surprising that they fell back 

on mimicking the Egyptian pattern of idol worship. 

As people, it seems that we like to have something we can see, and like to feel that we are in 

relationship with someone or something, and God understands this (after all, he made us). The 

tabernacle fulfils that role for the Israelites. It says ‘God is here, in the middle of your camp. Look, 

you can see where he is right now’. 



 

 

 

The Tabernacle 

 The tabernacle in side-on view. Notice that only the tent would be visible over the outer fence – the 

altar, basin and even the priests would be hidden to the outsider. The double-decker bus has been 

included for comparative purposes, and was not originally part of the tabernacle! 

 

 

 

 

The tabernacle from above. The dimensions are correct, but the exact positioning of the altar, basin 

and tent is slightly speculative (the basin, for example, is ‘between the altar and the tent’). For 

illustration, we can see the walls and curtains of the tabernacle through the roof covering, and the 

Ark of the Covenant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riverside, to the same scale as the images above. Our building is longer but narrower than the 

courtyard, and the tabernacle itself would fit comfortably inside. 

 



 

 

 

Discussion Points 

Why is the tabernacle relevant to us? 

 

 

What does the tabernacle tell us about God’s relationship with us? 

 

 

How do we see this relationship? How does God? 

 

 

What was the role of the tabernacle to the Israelites? 

 

 

How can we show God that he is welcome among us? 
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