
 
 

The Tabernacle (Exodus 26) 

 

The tent-like structure was in two parts:  The outer part was 15’x30’ was called The Holy Place;The inner 

part was 15’x15’x15’ – a perfect cube - and was called The Most Holy Place (or the Holy of Holies) 

The Most Holy Place (The Holy of Holies) contains the Ark of the Covenant on top of which was a gold ‘lid’ 

atopped by two solid gold cherubim kneeling inwards with wings aloft and facing down to the ‘seat’ upon 

which the High Priest would  sprinkle the blood of the sacrificial bull on the Day of Atonement. 

 



 
 

The Veil 

 

THE CURTAIN IN MOSES’ TIME 

There were ten curtains of finely twisted linen; with blue, 

purple & scarlet yarn with cherubim worked into them by 

skilled craftsmen.    

The nearest modern equivalent is the safety curtain they 

used to drop down in theatres and cinemas during the 

interval to protect the audience from backstage electric 

fires.    

 

THE MOSAIC CURTAIN – 42’ LONG, 6’ WIDE 

The Temple in Jesus’ time had been built by Herod the Great around 

19BC and was destroyed by the Romans in Titus’ reign (AD70). The 

site was probably located on the site of what today is the Dome of the 

Rock. 

In Jesus’ time the ‘veil’ or curtain was much bigger; 60’ high and 30’ 

across, elaborate and beautifully embroidered  between 3” and 5” 

thick (scholars are divided) 

Heb: 10;19-22 (Key passage) shows that through Jesus’ death mankind 

could pass through the ‘veil’ into the very presence of God Almighty 

without the need of a human High Priest.  Jesus is our High Priest! 

 

 

  



 
 

 

AT THIS POINT, A BIT OF THEOLOGY: Rom 11;22 –“…Behold the kindness and the severity of God…”  

The Israelites needed to remember that there is a great gulf between God (HOLY) and Man (PROFANE). 

These are two absolutes and opposites. The two cannot meet unless … repentance and cleansing from the 

sin are dealt with first in order to restore relationship with God. God is pure and holy; man is impure and 

unholy.  Holiness is an absolute.  Perfection is an absolute.  Mankind cannot be nearly perfect; 

ROM:3;10,12,23 “…for all have sinned … and fallen short of the glory of God.” 

Thus the imperfect, unholy, impure cannot come into contact with the holy, perfect, the pure, without 

contaminating the latter!  That which is imperfect, impure, unholy must be destroyed by and the presence 

of the Holy.  Blood in ancient times represented ‘life taken or laid down’   

However, there are two things which result in the possibility of our salvation:  (1) God cannot stand being 

separated from His creation and yearns for the fellowship of the Garden of Eden to be restored and (2) He 

provided the way by substituting first animals and then His only son, Jesus to pay the price of our sin 

instead of us. 

HENCE THE ‘SAFETY’ CURTAIN. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

YOM KIPPUR – THE DAY OF ATONEMENT – THE MOST IMPORTANT DATE IN THE JEWISH CALENDAR.   

(LEV:16) (Atone = At one – Tyndale?) 

This was the day when God had ordained that Aaron (or his successors) would enter the Holy Place and 

the Holy of Holies to make sacrifice for his own sins and the sins of the Jewish people.  The Day of 

Atonement was an elaborate and scripted ritual.  The High Priest was required to follow a certain 

procedure and follow it carefully or he would die. The Day of Atonement was a day of fasting.  A day 

without labour.   

• The priest bathed his entire body (not just washing his hands and feet)  

• Put on the white linen tunic with white undergarments, sash, and turban instead of the richly ornamented 

High Priests robe.  This was to show the purity of the priest  

• Sacrificed a bull for his sin and the sin of his family  

• Filled a censer with burning coals from the altar and two handfuls of incense and entered into the Holy of 

Holies where the Ark of God and the mercy seat (on top of the ark) resided. (*This was considered the 

most dangerous part of the whole ceremony!  The High priest was literally taking his life in his hands when 

he drew the curtain aside and entered the Holy of Holies.) This was the only time during the year the High 

Priest could enter this place of God's presence. When he walked in he was to place the incense on the 

coals and this would form a cloud over the mercy seat.  This symbolized the need to shield the priest from 

the eyes of the Holy God.  

• The priest would exit and get some of the bull's blood and would return and sprinkle it on the mercy seat 

and then seven times on the ground before the mercy seat. This was to atone or pay for his own sin.   

• Then the priest returns to the outer court and collects two goats and a ram.  He casts lots over the goats.  

One was chosen for sacrifice and one was chosen as the scapegoat.  A piece of crimson wool was tied to 

the horns of the scapegoat, and a thread was bound around the goat to be slaughtered.   

• Next the sacrificial goat would be killed.  The blood of the goat would be brought into the Holy of Holies 

and the same ritual would be performed. This was for the sin of the people.  

• When emerging from the Holy Place he took the mixed blood of the bull and the goat and put it on the 

horns of the altar (outside of the Holy of Holies), and sprinkled the altar to cleanse the tabernacle from 

the contamination of the sins of the people.  

• Then the priest laid his hands on the live goat and confessed the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites 

and "put them on the goat’s head".   

• This goat was then led away into the desert, far enough away to prevent it from returning.  

• The priest bathed, put on normal robes and completed the burnt offerings of the bull and goat and other 

offerings.  

(Rev. Bruce Goettsche,The Union Church, Illinoise, USA) 

*If his preparation had been incomplete and he was still ‘unclean’, he would be struck dead in the 

presence of Holy God.   



 
 

Ark of the Covenant:  Exodus 25:10-16 

   

measurements and construction 

� 3’9 long, 2’3” broad & long 

� Made of acacia wood (also called shittim wood)        

� and covered with gold. 

 

 



 
 

 

The Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-16) 

The word covenant means contract: It could be a contract between two equals or between a superior and 

inferior or by a conqueror and the conquered.  Here it is between Almighty God and His chosen people – 

Israel. 

THE MERCY SEAT 

� Made of pure gold with two cherubim made  

� From a single piece of gold 

 

The priest would pour the bull’s blood over the Mercy Seat.  BLOOD IN ANCIENT TIMES REPRESENTED 

“LIFE LAID DOWN”  

CONTENTS OF THE ARK 

 

 

� Golden bowl of manna 

� Aaron’s budding rod 

� Two stone tablets of Ten Commandments 

(1) Manna (Exodus 16) To remind Israelites of their constant complaining and God’s daily provision.      

(Likewise the quail).  

(2) Aaron’s rod: (Numbers 17) Leadership issues: To remind Israelites again that in response to their 

complaining God had chosen Aaron. 

(3) The stone tablets (Exodus 34) To remind Israel of their covenant contract, (The ten Commandments). 

(Exodus 23) 

    



 
 

   Bezalel and Oholiab: Exodus 31:1-11 

 

QUESTIONS 

• Did God intend us to keep the Ten Commandments?  If so how?  If not, what was their purpose? 

For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. For he 

who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." If you do not commit adultery but do 

commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. (James 2:10-11) 

• The contents of the Ark were to remind Israel of the significant moments in their experience of 

God.  What significant moments in your relationship with Him do you wish to remember?  

 

LESSON FOR US:  HOW IN WORSHIP DO WE HOLD IN TENSION TWO EXTREMES:  AN ALMIGHTY GOD – 

AND – A LOVING HEAVENLY ‘DAD’ (ABBA)? 

 


